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Topics to understand for this unit… 
 

1.  Changes that occurred in cities / city life in the late 1800s and early 1900s. 
 

2.  Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire:  causes and long-term impact. 
 

3.  City government corruption: what it was, why it happened, how it worked, and its impact on cities. 
 

4.  Reform laws of the Progressive Era:  Reason for and impact of each of the following: 
 - Civil Service Act 
 - Sherman Antitrust Act 
 - Interstate Commerce Act 
 - Pure Food and Drug Act 
 - Meat Inspection Act 
 - Federal Reserve Act 
 

5.  Muckrakers of the late 1800 and early 1900s: problems exposed, methods used, and impact of each of the following: 
 - Thomas Nast 
 - Ida Tarbell 
 - Upton Sinclair 
 - Jacob Riis 
 

6.  Progressive Presidents of the early 1900s: Progressive laws/actions taken and impact of each of the following: 
 - Teddy Roosevelt 
 - William Howard Taft 
 - Woodrow Wilson 
 

7.  Constitutional amendments passed during the Progressive Era:  what they did, why they were passed, and their impact: 
 - 16th Amendment 
 - 17th Amendment 
 - 18th Amendment 
 - 19th Amendment 
 

Vocabulary to know for this unit… 
 

urbanization The rapid growth of city populations. 

political boss 
Leader of a political party who was unelected, but used bribery and other corrupt 
methods to gain power over a city. 

Progressives Name given to people who wanted to reform society in the late 1800s and early 1900s 

muckrakers People who exposed problems (“muck” or dirt) in society to the public 

trustbuster Someone who worked to destroy unfair trusts and monopolies  

Temperance Movement The crusade to end the sale of alcoholic beverages 

suffragists People who worked for women’s suffrage (right to vote) 
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